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(54) ENDOSCOPE 
(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent a built-in 
tube of an endoscope from shrinking even sterilized 
by an autoclave and to enable to repeat sufficient 
sterilization, by annealing the tube before building the 
same into an endoscope. 

SOLUTION: All the tubes 3, 4, 5, 6, 8. 21, 22, 23 built 
in an endoscope are flexible tubes made of fluororesin 
of a copolymer of perfluoro(tetrafluoro) ethylene and 
hexafluoropropylene, polytetrafluoroethylene, or 
polychlorotrifluoroethylene, and have heat resistance 
over 150^ C. The tubes 3. 4. 5, 6. 8, 21. 22. 23 are 
annealed in a state no tension is applied before they 
are built in an endoscope. Since those tubes are 
contracted by the extended amount generated at the 
production by annealing, no contraction is produced 
however many times the tubes are heated in 
autoclave sterilization, etc.. after the tubes are built 
in an endoscope. 
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